BRICKENDON LIBERTY PARISH COUNCIL

Parish Clerk: Laura Brooks-Payne
clerk@brickendon-liberty.org.uk
www.brickendon-liberty.org.uk

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 23™ July 2026 at 7.30pm at
Fanshaws Room, Brickendon Lane, Brickendon Liberty.

PRESENT: Clir Tony Roberts (Chair), Clir Amanda Whitaker, Cllr Mark Cosford
NOT PRESENT: Cllr Hannah O’Donnell, Clir Alastair Whitaker
IN ATTENDANCE: 4 members of the Public, Clerk — Laura Brooks-Payne

1. Toreceive apologies for absence and approve: Clir Hannah O’Donnell, Clir Alastair
Whitaker, Cllr Tim Hoskin

2. To receive declaration of interest and dispensation: none

3. To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting on Thursday 21* May 2026: The
clerk had circulated the minutes prior to the meeting. These were unanimously
approved.

4. To receive a report from District Clir Tim Hoskin:
Cllr Hoskin had kindly sent the following report in his absence which was read out
by the Clerk:

1. Local Government Reorganisation (LGR). The decision has now been announced
that Hertfordshire is to be split into four unitary authorities. East Herts will be
joining with Broxbourne, five wards from North Herts and 3 wards from
Welwyn Hatfield to form a new unitary authority provisionally called "Eastern
Herts". I'm sure a different name will develop as the process unfolds.

a. lts likely that there will be 75 new wards so therefore 75 councillors

b. The scheduled 4 yearly East Herts elections set for May 2027 are likely to
be cancelled and the existing councillors asked to carry on until May
2028

c. May 2027 will see the election of councillors to the new unitary authority
and these elected representatives will form the shadow authority for the
period May 27 to May 28

d. The Shadow Authority will oversee the transition from East Herts to the
new unitary authority and | would imagine take an increasing role in the
policy and financial decision making process as the year goes on.
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2. The refresh of the East Herts Local Plan is taking shape with the next likely
public consultation to be in Feb 2027 and will likely include an opportunity to
comment on the selection of development sites that have been included within
the new plan.

a. There was a significant piece of work recently approved at the East Herts
Exec which was a strategic review of the green belt policy. There are areas
around Hertford Heath and Brickendon that have been redesignated as grey
belt. Grey belt is still within the green belt and is not automatically available
for development. It is worth looking at the detail on the East Herts web site
and familiarising your residents with the detail. If there are any
comments/questions | would be happy to seek responses.

Cllr Roberts noted that the new unitary authority name has been updated and will
now be known as ‘East Herts & Broxbourne’. Clir Roberts also noted that the grey
belt area covering Brickendon Parish are currently under consultation and is set by
the following 5 criteria:

e checking unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas,

e preventing neighbouring towns from merging,

e assisting in safeguarding countryside from encroachment

e preserving the setting and special character of historic towns

e assisting in urban regeneration

Cllr Roberts will be looking at the consultation in more detail and will get back to
Cllr Hoskin with any questions arising.

Standing orders suspended for public participation

Comments from members of the public:

A resident advised that residents are concerned with speeding traffic along
Fanshaws Lane. It was suggested that local children design a poster to be displayed
along the road in strategic positions to help to slow the traffic. The PC were asked
to approve the project.

Cllr Roberts advised that it is an offence to display road signs according to the 1980
Highways Act. Cllr Whittaker commented that the PC cannot endorse a project
which is against the law.

It was agreed that the PC would not approve or endorse the project because it is
illegal. It was however, discussed that signs could be displayed in resident’s front
gardens.

A resident noted that the property to the north side of the church on the right
have erected a potential illegal building adjacent to their property. Clir Roberts will
investigate.

Standing orders reinstated from here



6.

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

7.1

8.1

9.1

9.2

OPEN SPACES

To update on the Defibrillator installation in Wormley West End & Replacement
of obsolete units: Cllr Roberts reported that two of the units have now become
obsolete and new batteries have now been purchased that will last until 2028.

To update on the purchase of the Village Green: Clir Roberts advised that another
statement of truth has been sent to the solicitors regarding questions relating to
the private road that crosses the green at the western end.

To update on ditch clearing: No update, carry on to next Agenda.

To update on cost of bench for the station path: It was noted that a resident has
researched information regarding the benches and this will be made available at the next
meeting.

FANSHAWS ROOM COMMITTEE
To receive the latest minutes: Linda Ashley read out the minutes. See Addendum.
LOCAL CRIME

To receive a report on incidents of local crime: The Clerk read out the latest crime
report for June. 1/6/26 - owner allowing a dog dangerously out of control,
Highfield Farm. 20/6/26 — Theft — Brickendon Lane. See Addendum for other Police
news.

PLANNING

To receive the latest planning report & discuss applications: The Clerk had
circulated the latest planning summary prior to the meeting. Clir Roberts briefly
went through the applications.

To discuss planning enforcements & progress on any which are outstanding: Clir
Roberts briefly went through the applications.

10. TRANSPORT & HIGHWAYS

10.1 To discuss and report on any issues arising: Cllr Whitaker advised that there

will be a road closure in West End Road, 3 to 5" August — new water supply in the
carriageway.

10.2 To update on possible traffic calming measures in Wormley West End: Clir

Roberts advised that Clir Steven Watson is the responsible person for HCC
Highways and that he had contacted Clir Hoskin who had offered to liaise with



10.3

11.

111

12.

12.1

13.

14.

15.

Cllr Watson on the matter. Currently the PC have not received feedback on
progress or otherwise. The Clerk will follow up with ClIr Hoskin.

To update on installation of EV Chargers in the Parish: Clir Roberts is currently
following up on leads; ongoing.

ENVIRONMENT

To update on the "naturalisation" of areas on the village green: Cllr Roberts advised
that the natural planting of seed has been unsuccessful. More seeds will now be sown
in the Autumn.

FINANCE

To approve the financial statement and payment of accounts: The clerk had
circulated the accounts prior to the meeting. These were unanimously
approved.

To discuss retirement of website host and possible new website: Cllr Roberts
advised that the website host is retiring. It was discussed and agreed that Clir
Roberts will look at the design of a new website in due course. The Clerk noted
that any new website will need a maintenance contract to carry out daily and
monthly updates.

Matters for future consideration: None

Confirmation of the dates of the next meeting: Thursday 24" September 2026 at
7.30pm — date approved

16. To close the meeting: Clir Roberts closed the meeting at 8.55pm

Laura Brooks-Payne
Parish Clerk

ADDENDUM

POLICE
Other news and updates:

The Neighbourhood Policing Team have continued to police the area consistently over
the last month. We will be setting new priorities shortly which will probably include
flytipping as we have had several reports over the last few weeks but after fast time
investigations we have had some good results.

Current priorities:



BUNTINGFORD: Youth related ASB in the Town Centre Friday to Sunday from 15:00pm
—21:00pm

EH RURALS: Hare Coursing & Poaching between Buckland and The Pelhams weekday
evenings from 18:00pm and weekends

The team continue to engage in regular pro-active operations, including:-

e Op Galileo — Focused patrols to deter and detect rural-specific crime.

e Op Quadro — Intel-led patrols and stops of people and vehicles of interest.

e Op Ceroc — Patrols, seizures, recovery, and intel-gathering related to the illegal
use of nuisance off road bikes and related vehicles.

e Op Attitude — ASB patrols in Buntingford for high visible presence, intel
gathering and crime prevention.

These operations have led to the disruption of fly-tippers, hare coursers, the arrests of
drug drivers, drug seizures, the recovery of stolen vehicles, and seizure and disposal of
nuisance vehicles.

Patrols continue in and around Little Berkhamsted monitoring HGV traffic. Issues are
being reported around the reopening of Bridleway 18.

Street Meet held at the allotments in Hertford Heath to consider target hardening.
Crime prevention advice offered to all those who attended.

Street Meet also held at Broad Green Wood Bayford as a result of increased crime at
the location. Several areas have been targeted in the early hours of the morning by a
lone male offender wandering around trying car door handles. He has entered multiple
vehicles which have been left unlocked. This week he has been caught on CCTV in
Buntingford and Watton at Stone. Please make sure that you lock your vehicle when
not in use.

Thankfully we seem to be getting some relief from the hot weather at last. However
please continue to be vigilant around open windows etc. Lock your sheds and garages.

The constabulary are particularly keen for local people to give us feedback on policing
via the Herts Connected surveys. We will be looking to set our policing priorities for
the upcoming quarter and would very much appreciate if you could share the link and
QR code below on social media:-

https://bit.ly/hertspolice-psf

Fanshaws Room Management Committee
Meeting held on Thursday 18 June 2026 Venue: Farmer’s Boy PH

Present: Linda Ashley (Chair) — Tony Roberts (PC) — Lawrence Price (Environment)
— Jean Retallick — Robert Williams (Treasurer) Brenda Lambie (Hall) —
Rose Dye
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Apologies:

Becky Slater

Minutes of Previous Meeting:

The Minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as being a true record.

Treasurer’s Report:

Hall Report:

Fete:

Events:

The Green:

AOB:

There is currently £17,484.75 in total in both accounts. £10k of this is
committed to the purchase of the Village Green.

A fire inspection was recently carried out; this identified a fire
extinguisher that required replacing at a cost of £114.52 in addition to
the cost of the inspection which was £12.89

Tony Roberts asked that John Rees be asked to explain exactly what is
required to make the hall fire exit door secure in order that this can be
remedied.

The leak in the gent’s lavatory has been repaired and, at the same time,
the leaking cold water tap in the basin was replaced. An invoice for this
work is awaited.

Bookings continue to be satisfactory; a date has already been reserved
for next year’s local elections. Currently we have an unpaid booking
amounting to £270; BL and RW are pursuing this for payment.

TR and LP updated the committee on arrangements for the fete (6
September). A new band is being engaged this year and we will have two
new singers. The fete committee is still waiting to hear if the Irish
Dancers are able to attend. Olivier Whittaker has agreed to organise the
Dog Show. TR is organising a collection at the Farmer’s Boy of items for
the Tombola. LA has contacted Russell for use of his trailer and she is
also sourcing straw bales. BL was unable to confirm if the local primary
school will be able to run a stall, TR said this should not duplicate
anything already organised.

FRMC are liaising with Rachel at the FB to run a Bingo Evening to raise
funds. Rachel has also suggested a book exchange which would not be a
big earner but would raise awareness of the need to fund local activities.

The solicitor being used by the PC reports that the Land Registry is
qguerying ownership of the road leading to housing beside the Green. The

PC is dealing with this and will report back to FRMC as appropriate.

The committee agreed that a new secretary needs to be appointed.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8pm. No date for the next
meeting was made.



